Use of Force and Weapons Policy for Undercover Officers

The nature of undercover operations often dictates that an undercover officer frequently works without defensive weapons or such weapons are not readily available to him.  In order to provide for a high degree of officer safety while engaged in undercover work, this order supplements the policy and procedures for Police Use of Force and when in conflict with such policy this order shall control.


Undercover officers are not readily identifiable as a police officer and generally do not carry approved defensive weapons.  When confronted with active physical assault or aggravated active physical assault, an undercover officer is authorized to use the force necessary and employ any alternative weapon, weapon of opportunity, or means as justified under the standards of Graham v. Connor, Tennessee v. Garner and their progeny irrespective of whether such alternative force or alternative weapon has been specifically approved for use by the department.  Any non-standard issued firearm carried by an undercover officer shall be approved by the department and the officer should be required to meet all firearm qualification standards for any such firearm.   
